
MEDIA CENTER 

We are happy to announce that our Media Center 

will open from 6:00 p.m. to 830 p.m. on Tuesday and 

Thursday, beginning September 8, 2009. As you 

know, reading is very important, therefore, we offer 

the Accelerated Reader Program for students in first 

through eighth grade, FCAT Explorer for students in  

third through eighth grade and River Deep for stu-

dents in all grades. Students can also check out 

books, do research and participate in other library 

related activities. All children must be accompanied 

by a parent or guardian at all times while in the li-

brary. We hope to see you there! 

$   LUNCH FEES  $ 

Full priced students pay $2.25 for 

lunch in grades PreK - 5th. Students in 

6th-8th grades pay $2.50, as all middle 

school students. Students are welcome 

to have breakfast, the most important 

meal of the day (free of charge), in our 

Blue Marlin Café from 7:45 a.m. to 

8:15 a.m.  
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Inside this issue: 

PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME  

Welcome to Eugenia B. Thomas Kð 8 Center. EBT is committed to Teamwork the True Key to Success 

by providing the resources and support necessary to prepare our students to become model students 
who achieve global standards. Congratulations, we are an òAó School again! The purpose of this newslet-

ter is to provide information to you, the parents, regarding the Opening of School and to facilitate a 

smooth transition that meets the needs of your child. After the first edition, newsletters will no longer 

be sent home monthly, however, you can view and print them from home. Simply visit our website at: 

ebt.dadeschools.net. Copies will be available in the office. 

The Florida Department of Education has created a list of learning goals for students in every grade 

called the Florida Sunshine State Standards which is available on our websiteõs parent link. Please take the 

time to familiarize yourself with your childõs learning goals for this year. Again, welcome to EBT! 

August/September 2009 

LUNCH PAYMENTS 

At EBT, lunch money (cash or check) will be collected by your childõs teacher every Monday morning 

during homeroom or the first day of the week, if Monday is a holiday during homeroom. Therefore, 

your childõs money will be added to their account prior to their visit to the cafeteria. 

We are asking parents to write their childõs NAME and LUNCH  number on the check to ensure that 

the money is credited to the right account. If sending the lunch payment in cash, please enclose the 

money in a sealed envelope with your childõs NAME, LUNCH number and teacherõs name on the out-

side of the envelope. Due to limited capacity in the cafeteria, parents are not allowed to enter the cafe-

teria nor have breakfast or lunch with their child. Snack items will not be sold with funds in your childõs 

account. Snacks may be purchased if students buy lunch or bring it from home. Students, who bring 

lunch from home must make the lunch line with their lunchbag/ box in hand if they wish to purchase 

snacks and they must pay cash at the time of purchase. 

Additionally, we have PAYPAMS, a program that allows parents/guardians the convenience to pay on-

line via the internet or by telephone for their childõs meals with a credit or debit card. For more details 

please visit the PAYPAMS website at www.paypams.com. We thank you in advance for your assistance.  

 

 



School Hours 

    Pre-K through 1st grades: 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. daily 

    2nd through 8th grades:     8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (MON, TUES, THURS, FRI) 

    WEDNESDAY ð  Dismissal at 2:00 p.m. for all students 

 

In order to maintain a safe and orderly arrival for all our students, please be courteous and patient with others. It is 

strongly suggested students arrive at school by 8:20 a.m., so the school day does not begin too early or too rushed. 

 

Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students report to designated arrival classrooms where supervision is available 

from 7:30 a.m. to 8:20 a.m.  Students in pre-k and kindergarten are picked up by their teachers by 8:20 a.m. from 

the designated arrival classrooms.   

 

Students in grades first through eighth line up on the Lower Academy PE hard court where supervision is available 

from 7:30 a.m. to 8:20 a.m. Students are picked up by their teacher by 8:20 a.m. from the PE area.    

 

Students may not arrive to school prior to 7:30 a.m., unless enrolled in the Before-School Care Program or en-

rolled in other special programs. Students enrolled in the Before-School Care Program must be signed in by the 

Parent/Guardian when arriving to school. Students are not to arrive without parental supervision. 

 

Only students in fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grades can be dropped off/picked up from the Upper Academy Par-

ent Drop-Off/Pick-Up area.  The fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade students arriving late to school must report 

to the UA Office to secure an Admission to Class pass to be given to the respective teacher ensuring attendance is 

accurate.  If a student is in fifth through eighth grade and he/she has younger siblings in the Lower Academy, they 

may be dropped off/picked up with their younger sibling in the LA Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up area.  Students in 

grades pre-kindergarten through fourth grade must be dropped off/picked up at the Lower Academy designated 

area according to the younger siblings grade level; Pre-k through second on LA East Parent Drop-Off / Pick-Up 

Area and third through fourth on North side of the LA Parent Drop-Off / Pick-Up Area, they are not permitted to 

be dropped off/picked up in the Upper Academy under any circumstances. 

 

Students participating in the school breakfast program should arrive to school between 7:30 a.m. and 8:10 a.m. 

Breakfast will be served until 8:15 a.m. Please be advised parents will not be permitted in the cafeteria to pay for 

student lunches or to have breakfast with students. After eating breakfast, students are to clean up after themselves 

and  report to their designated arrival line number.  All students must be in their classrooms no later than 8:30 a.m. 

Students arriving to class after 8:30 a.m. must report to their respective Main Office for a tardy pass and the home-

room teacher must mark the student tardy.  

ARRIVAL PROCEDURES 
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Supervised arrival activities take place as follows: 

  For the safety of all students, parents are not allowed into the building during arrival or dismissal.  If walking a student to 

        school, the student must be dropped off at the main doors of his/her appropriate grade level.  UA student walkers must 

        enter through the LA main doors. 

  Students may not arrive to school earlier than 7:30 a.m., unless they are enrolled in the Before- School Care Program or 

        in other special programs. 

 The first bell rings at 8:20 a.m. and the tardy bell rings at 8:30 a.m.  Students must be seated in their classroom by 8:30 

       a.m.  After 8:30 a.m., all students not inside their classrooms must report to the Main Office to obtain a tardy pass and will 

       be marked tardy. 
When dropping off students in the Parent Drop-Off areas, pull up as far as possible in the designated area before allowing 

student passengers out of the vehicle.  Make certain all children only exit the vehicle through the doors located on the right 

hand side, as cars will use the left lane to leave the drop-off area. 
Parents/guardians must drop off/pick up  Pre-K through second grade students in the designated Parent Drop-Off/ Pick-Up 

area located on the East side of the school (114th Avenue) where students are to utilize the appropriate entrance .  

THERE IS NO PARKING IN THE DROP-OFF/ PICK-UP AREA. 
Do not stop, park or get out of your vehicle to open your vehicleõs trunk or doors as this creates a safety hazard and del   

ays traffic in the area.  Students must gather belongings and be prepared to exit the vehicle quickly and safely.  
Parents/guardians must drop off/pick up their third through fourth grade student in the designated Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up 

area located on the North side of the school where students are lined up on their designated line number.  THERE IS 

NO PARKING IN THE DROP-OFF/PICK-UP AREA. 
Fifth through eighth grade students walking or riding bicycles to school are not allowed to walk directly in through the Up-

per Academy building from 58th Street or from Doral Meadow Park.  Fifth through eighth grade students must enter 

through the Main Entrance in the Lower Academy, as do students in Pre-k through fifth grade.  
 Parents/guardians of fifth through eighth grade students must use the Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up area located in front of the 

Upper Academy building. THERE IS NO PARKING IN THE DROP-OFF/PICK-UP AREA. 
 All students transported on a Miami-Dade County Public School bus, shuttle bus or private bus, are dropped off and picked 

up in the Lower Academy Bus Area located on the East side of the Lower Academy building (114th Avenue).   
All students riding the bus are dropped off at the Lower Academy Bus Drop-Off area.  Students in grades Pre-k and kinder-

garten proceed directly to their arrival classrooms.  First through eighth grade students proceed to the main hallway (Blue 

Marlin Café hallway), walk to the Lower Academy PE hard court and line up at the designated line-up number.   

Refrain from using the Bus Area to drop off or pick up students.  The bus lane is to be utilized ONLY by  author-

ized school buses.  Private vehicles are NOT allowed in the Bus Area. 

      Do not drop students off on 114th Avenue or 58th Street. Use the crossing guards to safely assist students in crossing the 

      street.   

Please discuss safety measures with students walking to and/or from school in order to increase safety awareness.  

 

ARRIVAL DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER   

 

During inclement weather, arrival procedures will be modified for student safety. Students in the Lower Academy; Pre-k and kin-

dergarten students will report to their respective arrival classrooms as usual.  All students in grades first through fifth will line up 

directly outside their classroom with the exception of fourth graders who will report to the LA PE Pavilion since they are in the 

portables without covered walkways.   

 

Upper Academy students will report to specific areas as follows:  

Sixth grade student will line up in the UA North PE Pavilion (Counselor) 

Seventh grade students will be seated in the covered Pavilion spill out area (Trust Counselor) 

Eighth grade students will report to the UA café (Assistant Principal) 

ARRIVAL PROCEDURES cont. 
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CELL PHONES 

Students who bring cellular phones 

for safety purposes as they walk to 

and from home must be reminded 

that cell phones are to 

remain off and in their 

bookbags at all times 

while on school 

grounds. Once they 

leave EBT grounds, 

they may use the 

phone. If the cellular 

phone rings, vibrates or is taken 

out of the bookbag and/or disrupts 

the teacherõs instructional time, 

the cell phone will be confiscated 

and returned only to the parent. If 

phones are lost or stolen, the school 

will not be held responsible. Also, 

do not allow your child to bring 

other electronical devices such as 

MP3s, Ipods, etc., as the same rule 

applies. Please review the Par-

ent/Student Handbook for further 

information.  

Our Evening Community School offers a variety of classes 

for students and adults. We strive to create programs that 

will challenge students physically as well as mentally. Regis-

tration opens for night classes on Monday, August 10, 2009 

(classes start after 6:00 p.m.). 

For more information please call 305-592-7914 ext. 117 or 

stop by the After-School Care Office during the hours of 

1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL INSURANCE  

ALL students participating in any Before/After-

School Care and Community Classes Programs 

MUST purchase the mandatory Student Accident  

Insurance. The application will be sent home with 

all students the first week of school and will be pro-

vided when registering for our one of our Pro-

grams. 

 

NO DELIVERIES TO  

STUDENTS OR STAFF 

In order to maintain an optimal learn-

ing environment, we ensure that each 

classroom is not interrupted during 

the day. Therefore, we will not de-

liver supplies, lunches, home learning 

assignments or projects, etc., to the 

classrooms or teacherõs mailboxes. 

Also, please be advised that the office 

staff will not accept any field trip 

forms or monies on behalf of teach-

ers, Before/After-School Care, Com-

munity School or Cafeteria. We ap-

preciate your cooperation and under-

standing in ensuring your child is well- 

prepared daily when arriving to 

school. 

Our Before/After-School Care Program provides the following 

services: 

Before School-Care from 7:00 a.m. to 8:15 a.m.  

One Hour Care ( Story Hour) from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

       No services provided on Wednesdays for the One Hour Care. 

After-School Care from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Community Classes start in October (schedule forthcom-

ing) 

Community Evening classes starts September 1, 2009.                                         

UNITED WAY 

This school year EBT will again 

partner with the United Way to 

raise money for a worthy cause. Do-

nations will be collected through 

various fund raising activities. The 

United Way Campaign begins in 

September/October, so please keep 

an eye out for our collections. This 

will be a great opportunity to give 

back to those less fortunate.  

BOOKBAGS 

Students at EBT may carry a book-

bag in order to carry supplies and 

return home learning assignments 

daily. Unfortunately, students are 

not allowed to bring rolling book 

bags as they create a safety hazard 

for students as well as faculty mem-

bers. 

BEFORE/AFTER-SCHOOL CARE & COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
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To ensure the safety of students and staff during the dismissal process, the following procedures have been established according 

to the needs of the student body and the ability of school personnel to concur with these needs. Dismissal activities should be ac-

complished within fifteen minutes following dismissal time.  

 

Pre-k, kindergarten and first grade students are dismissed at 2:00 p.m. daily. All other students are dismissed at 3:00 p.m. daily, ex-

cept on Wednesdays when dismissal will be at 2:00 p.m. for all students. Students in Pre-k through 1st grades cannot be kept in the 

classroom or the office until older brothers or sisters are dismissed at 3:00 p.m. However, younger students may be enrolled in 

the Story Hour Program and then be picked up with an older sibling at 3:00 p.m. 

Supervised dismissal activities take place as follows: 

All students must remain with his/her teacher until picked up by a parent.  Do not make arrangements for a student to wait in 

any areas surrounding the school, since students are not allowed to be unsupervised at any time while on school grounds. All 

students must be under the direct supervision of staff at all times.  

Students who are picked up by their parents will be escorted and supervised by their teacher or designated school personnel 

to the appropriate Parent Pick-Up area where they will wait for their parents at their assigned line number for 15 minutes.  

Again, students may not wait for parents to pick them up anywhere other than the designated area where they are supervised 

by their teachers. 

Students in Pre-k through second grades must be picked up at the East Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up Area (114th Avenue). 

Students in third through fourth grades must be picked up at the North Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up area. 

Students in fifth through eighth grades must be picked up from the Upper Academy Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up area. 

Do not use the designated Bus Area in the front of the school to drop off or pick up students.  This area is to be utilized by 

school buses only. 

There is no parking at the front entrances, or the Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up areas of the school or in the passing lanes on the 

Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up areas.  Parents are encouraged to use Doral Meadow Park as a parking alternative, but are not al-

lowed to walk through the UA Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up area.  

If you have more than one child at EBT, the older siblings may join younger siblings for dismissal when being picked up; how-

ever the younger sibling will NOT be permitted to go to the older siblingõs Drop-Off/Pick-Up area under any circumstances.  

 
Parents must be available to pick up their child immediately at 2:00 p.m. or 3:00 p.m. (depending on the childõs grade level).  

Students are not to be left on school grounds 15 minutes after dismissal unless enrolled in the After-School Care School Pro-

gram.  It is the parentõs responsibility to be prompt in picking up students. 

Students who are not picked up within 15 minutes after dismissal may be placed under the supervision of the After-School 

Care Program personnel, where a charge will be incurred by the parents for the care of the child.  

All students departing by bus will be escorted by designated school personnel to the Bus Area approximately 5 minutes before 

dismissal time. Designated school personnel will supervise and ensure students board their buses safely and accordingly. 

Students using the shuttle bus service must know their route number and stop in order to load and unload safely. The shuttle 

does not operate at 2:00 p.m. with the exception of Wednesday.  

 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANY STUDENT REMAIN IN THE BUILDING OR RETURN TO THE 

BUILDING AFTER DISMISSAL. ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO LEAVE SCHOOL GROUNDS WITHIN 

15 MINUTES FOLLOWING DISMISSAL TIME, EXCEPT FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ENROLLED IN THE AF-

TER-SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM. STUDENTS WHO REMAIN IN OR AROUND THE SCHOOL GROUNDS 

FOR A LONGER PERIOD OF TIME (MORE THAN 15 MINUTES) AFTER DISMISSAL ARE CONSIDERED AT 

HIGH RISK. 

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
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Students who attend the After-School Care Program will be dismissed as follows: 

Pre-K ð 1st grade students: Will be picked up from their classroom by an After-School Care Activity Leader.  

2nd ð 8th grade students: Will be dismissed by their teacher to report immediately to the Lower Academy cafe-

teria to their Activity Leader. On Wednesdays, students in 2nd through 8th grades report directly to their Af-

ter-School Care classroom. 

WALKERS 

Students who are instructed by their parents to walk or ride their bicycle home must do so immediately upon 

dismissal. Students cannot wait in any area on school ground unsupervised.  Your child will be escorted by desig-

nated staff to the outside walkways and asked to leave school grounds immediately after dismissal. 

If your child walks to and/or from school, please discuss safety measures with your child in order to increase 

safety awareness. 

We have crossing guards and school security to help increase our studentsõ safety.  Please ask your child to follow 

their instructions. 

Under no circumstances should older students attending Eugenia B. Thomas K-8 Center be made responsible for 

their younger siblings while waiting for parents.  

 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANY STUDENT REMAIN IN THE BUILDING OR RETURN TO 

THE BUILDING AFTER DISMISSAL. ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO LEAVE SCHOOL GROUNDS 

WITHIN 15 MINUTES FOLLOWING DISMISSAL TIME EXCEPT FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ENROLLED 

IN THE AFTER-SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM. STUDENTS WHO REMAIN ON OR AROUND THE SCHOOL 

GROUNDS FOR A LONGER PERIOD OF TIME (MORE THAN 15 MINUTES) AFTER DISMISSAL ARE CON-

SIDERED AT HIGH RISK. 

 

DISMISSAL DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER 

It is of utmost importance that all children understand their plan for rainy day dismissal. These plans must be reviewed in ad-

vance at home with your child so that he/she understands exactly what to do in the event of inclement weather. Since we have 

a limited number of telephones available, it is impossible for us to allow students to call home and make arrangements on rainy 

days. Please discuss your plan in advance and inform your child what you wish him/her to do if it rains during dismissal.  It is 

highly suggested that you pick up your child during rainy day dismissal.  Students will not be allowed to walk or ride their bicy-

cles home during inclement weather.  Therefore, prior arrangements must be made to pick up your child on time on rainy days 

in order to ensure your childõs safety on those days. 

Parents will be allowed to pick up students directly from their classroom in Pre-k ð 5th grades.  Eighth grade students will 

be housed in the UA Cafeteria.  Seventh grade students will be in the spill out cover patio and sixth grade students will be 

housed in the Upper Academy PE Pavilion adjacent to the North covered walkway. 

 

Students will not be allowed to walk or ride their bicycle home during inclement weather. Therefore, prior arrangements 

must be made to pick up students on time on rainy days in order to ensure student safety. 

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES cont. 
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UNIFORMS 
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UNIFORM FOR PRE-K THROUGH FIFTH GRADE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 UNIFORM FOR SIXTH  THRU EIGHTH GRADE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Mandatory - Monday Formal Wear 

** Mandatory- sold by PTSA 

BOYS UNIFORM COLOR GIRLS UNIFORM COLOR 

Shorts and/or Pants Navy Blue Shorts and/or Pants 

Skirts and/or Jumpers 
(solid or plain) 

Navy Blue 

Shirt 

(Polo style) 

White/ Teal Shirts 

(Polo style) 

White/ Teal 

Shirt* 

(Oxford) 
MANDATORY 
MONDAYS* 

White 

(Formal Wear) 

Blouse* 

(Oxford) 
MANDATORY 
MONDAYS* 

White 

(Formal Wear) 

School T-Shirt ** Sold by PTSA School T-Shirt** Sold by PTSA 

Sweatshirt, 

Sweatpants, Jackets, 
Sweaters** 

Solid Navy Blue Sweatshirt, 

Sweatpants, Jackets, 
Sweaters** 

Solid Navy Blue 

Neck Tie* Solid Navy Blue Crossties* Solid Navy Blue 

BOYS UNIFORM COLOR GIRLS UNIFORM COLOR 

  

Pants 

  

Khaki / Black 

  

Pants 

  

Khaki / Black 

Shirt 

(Polo style) 

  

Khaki / Black 

Shirt 

(Polo style) 

  

Khaki / Black 

Sweatshirt 

Sweatpants, Jackets 
Sweaters ** 

  

Solid Navy Blue 

Sweatshirt, 

Sweatpants, Jackets, 
Sweaters ** 

  

 Solid Navy Blue 

School T-Shirt ** Sold by PTSA School T-Shirt** Sold by PTSA 

Shirt* 

(Oxford) 
MANDATORY 
MONDAYS* 

White with Blue 

Pin Stripes with Tie 
(Formal Wear) 

Blouse* 

(Oxford) 
MANDATORY 
MONDAYS* 

White with Blue 

Pin Stripes 
(Formal Wear) 

Neck Tie * Solid Navy Blue None None 

All students at Eugenia B. Thomas K-8 

Center are required to wear the ap-

proved uniforms to school daily. 

When wearing uniforms, students 

must adhere to the following: 

1. Students are not allowed to wear 

pants below the hips. 

2. Cargo style pants, capris, cut-off 

pants or jeans are not allowed. 

3. Belts must be worn at all times. 

4. All students must wear their 

shirts or blouses tucked in while 

on school grounds. 

5. No skirts, capris  or shorts 

will be allowed for students 

in grades 6-8. 

6. Jumpers, skirts and shorts must 

be worn at knee length in grades 

Prekñ5th. 

7. Mondays, or the first day of 

the week are mandatory for-

mal uniform days. 

-LOGOS MUST BE WORN AT ALL 

TIMES ON  ALL BLOUSES, SHIRTS, 

POLO, JACKETS, SWEATERS, and 

SWEATSHIRTS. 

-IF A STUDENT WISHES TO WEAR 

AN UNDERSHIRT, ONLY WHITE 

SHORT OR LONG SLEEVE IS AL-

LOWED.  

-ALL STUDENTS MUST HAVE THEIR 

AGENDAS DAILY. 

AGENDAS ARE MANDATORY 

for K-8th GRADE (PTSA SELLS 

THE AGENDA) . 

6th- 8th GRADE WILL ALSO 

USE THE MANDATORY 

AGENDA AS A HALL PASS. 

CHARACTER EDUCATION 

This school year your child will be exposed to learning and developing nine core character themes through our Character 

Education Program. The nine values are as follows: Pursuit of Excellence, Respect, Responsibility, Cooperation, Citizenship, 

Fairness, Honesty, Integrity and Kindness. The Character Education Theme for the month of September is Responsibility. 

Responsibilityð Thinking before you act and being accountable for your actions, paying attention to others and responding 

to their needs. Responsibility emphasizes our positive obligations to care for each other like fulfilling oneõs part of an assign-

ment in a groupõs project and/or performing a community service project. 

 

 


